NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NARRATIVE REPORT 2013-2014
1.  State Leadership Funds
The most successful activities supported with state leadership funds were:  continued coordination for statewide staff development efforts between the State Bureau of Adult Education and the statewide staff development center located at Second Start in Concord, further improvement in the use of the state constructed NRS web-based data program, a wide variety of activities coordinated through the New England Literacy Resource Center located at World Education in Boston, and focused efforts to connect instruction at the local level with the college and career ready standards.  
Additional noteworthy activities included the continuation of teacher focus groups, the expansion of the work of our mentor teacher team, the Learning Disabilities Task Force and a series of specific workshops focused on aligning adult education curricula to the common core standards.  The Bureau of Adult Education continued its cooperative relationships with DHHS Welfare Advisory Committee, Refugee Resettlement Committee, and Immigrant Rights Committee. 

All of the activities above were included under Section 233 (a), (b) in the New Hampshire State Unified Plan, (as amended), Title II, Adult Education and Family Literacy Act. 
2.   Performance Data Analyses
      The following observations are based upon a review of the NRS data from local programs        

      during this program year:  
A. The percentage of students completing ABE Beginning Literacy, ABE Beginning Basic Education and ABE Intermediate Low levels increased significantly from previous year.
B. The number of students completing ESL Beginning Literacy, ESL Beginning Low and ESL Advanced increased significantly over previous year.
C. Completion levels for the HS Diploma/HSE increased significantly.
3.   Integration with Other Programs
The Bureau of Adult Education is represented on the State WIB by the Commissioner of Education.  Since New Hampshire is a single service delivery state local WIB’s are not required however local coordinating councils in each county do meet to coordinate services.  Local adult education programs are active participants on those groups.
The Bureau of Adult Education works closely with the Office of Career/Technical Education on issues related to services for at risk youth and adults in both systems.

Over the past year the Bureau, with the support of the Governor, has been working with the seven community colleges in the state to engage on the issue of developmental/remedial education.  Pilot programs are being operated by four community college/adult education partnerships with another two scheduled for next year.
Adult Education and One Stop Centers maintain a direct referral system for clients to access either system and be referred to the other partner.  The estimate of Title II funds used to support activities and services to clients in the One Stop system for 2013-2014 is $326,555.
4.   English Literacy/Civics (EL/C) Program
EL/Civics funds supported citizenship education and learning activities for 552 participants in     five local programs.  A variety of activities helped participants prepare for citizenship and for active involvement in their communities.  All programs included community awareness activities such as visits to libraries, city halls, and community festivals and awareness about how to access local resources including public transportation, helping agencies, employment agencies, and public schools.  Participants also practiced English language skills related to successful involvement in the community and the workplace.  Nearly all participants learned about local and well as state and federal government, and 104 of them exercised citizenship by writing letters to public officials.  66 of the participants arranged for citizenship interviews during the program year and, as of this report, 49 had completed the process and qualified for citizenship.

Each local program also developed specific activities in response to the needs of their adult learners.  Below are some examples:

· Dover participants reviewed all steps of the citizenship application process including the vocabulary on the N-400 form, viewed films of citizenship interviews, and participated in practice citizenship interviews with volunteer interviewers followed by individual critiques with their teacher.  A separate civics class included discussions related to history, famous people, current events, government, and culture.  

· Manchester Adult Learning Center offered citizenship classes during the year and added a writing class with a focus on practical writing, i.e., notes to bosses and teachers, and a reading/book club to read and discuss books related to American culture. The program also supplemented classes with personal tutorials for students close to the date of their citizenship interviews. Former students who had recently passed their citizenship interviews returned to share their experiences with current students.

· Nashua students met with a speaker form USCIS to discuss their questions about immigration and citizenship.  They researched information about New Hampshire and the United States and discussed the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.  They also researched American presidents and presented information to classmates in character.  The program emphasized community connections and participation.  Individual students participated in focus groups with United Way, in the Women’s Leadership summit at St. Anselm’s College, and in the Rivier College Immigration Symposium.  All were invited to a career and college fair and to visits at local colleges.  

· Keene classes emphasized the development of community and connections to local resources.  Students visited the public library and wrote letters to public officials, visited several local places of historical interest, and participated in class projects such as a large Thanksgiving dinner for their families.  They celebrated International Woman’s Day and shared information about how this day is celebrated in their native countries.  A highlight of the year was a visit to Keene Community Education by the New Hampshire Governor and the local state senator who met with students.

· At the International Institute, citizenship prep classes included U.S. history, U.S. government, and American holidays.  Learning this information was combined with instruction in vocabulary and sentence patterns and with practice in speaking, reading, and writing English.  Students were encouraged to become active in community and civic affairs and to vote regularly when they become citizens.  A USCIS representative visited the class to answer questions and share preparation materials.

In addition, the New Hampshire Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health continued to make available curricula on occupational safety and workplace knowledge and skills in formats that include vocabulary, writing and speaking practice, skits and class discussion.  459 EL/Civics participants learned about workplace health and safety during the program year.   

5.   Secondary School Credentials and Equivalencies
Students above the compulsory school age have access to two programs for obtaining a secondary school diploma or a high school equivalency certificate:  NH High School Equivalency Certificate (awarded by successful completion of the HiSET test) and the system of adult high schools (28 programs).

The Adult High School programs require a student to complete 20 credits for the diploma.  The diploma is awarded by each local high school participating in the program.  Students are given credit for successfully completing school courses through a traditional classroom, online courses and competency based learning.

6.   Adult Education Standards
The state has not formally adopted CCR standards however those standards are the basis for       our professional development funded with State Leadership funds.  We will continue to use the standards as the guide for our State Leadership expenditures and the educational program offered at the local level.
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